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founded by Henry VI. Thus was formed a
precedent that was soon to be applied to
English religious houses which might be
deemed superfluous.

Meanwhile, as a reaction against the Papal
claims, which were as emphatic as evei%
though the power to enforce them was begin-
ning to fail, two* modes of thought were
becoming prevalent in Germany which were
to influence the history of the English Church.
One of these was a mystical pietism for the
followers of which the externals and the
government of the Church had little value.
It was to colour the German, and therefore
also the English Reformation. The other
was an imperial theory, based on theological
considerations, which was a worthy rival of
the Papal scheme. As exercises of medieval
ingenuity they are equally convincing, and
equally unsatisfactory to us moderns. One
of the leaders in this movement of thought
was an English Franciscan, William of Oek-
ham, who lived and wrote in Germany; let
it be noted that the Church was now divided
against itself, and that great bodies of
clerical opinion were ranged against the
conventional Papal position. This imperial-
istic doctrine of the rights of the monarch and
especially of the superiority of the sovereign.